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ALLI Color Run

By: Catherine Furman

 In the beginning of May the 
Adolescent Leadership & Learning 
Institute (ALLI) held their first annual 
color run at Dodd Stadium. Their goal is to 
start challenging friends, family and peers 
in Southern CT to “Change the Color of 
Our Culture” and use #soberandsmart to 
try and engage kids to keep our region 
sober from substance abuse. 
 The institute put together this 
event with the CT Tigers baseball team 
and held a 2 mile run, with obstacles, 
and a 1 mile walk with splashes of colors 
throughout the courses. The proceeds that 
are made from the event are put towards 
the ALLI group and substance abuse 
prevention so that they can help spread 
awareness of their cause. 
 Stepping into the stadium a wave 
of people dressed in all white clothing were 
scattered all over the baseball field, waiting 
in anticipation for an announcement that 
it was time for the events to start. When 
the announcement was given the runners 
and walkers followed the course into the 

parking lot where tables were set up with 
cups and jugs filled with colorful chalk. 
The course was scattered with activities 
like hopscotch, hula-hoops, and running 
the stadium bleachers. Many see this way 
of running as a motivational way to begin 
exercising. Doing a color run is a way 
to make exercising less boring and more 
enjoyable.
  The event ended with a closing 
ceremony, where a bunch of colorful 
people gathered to listen to the final 
announcements of the color run. During 
the final words many prizes were given 
to people who put in a raffle ticket and 
they were proud to announce that they 
got three times the number of people than 
they thought were going to show up. The 
ALLI plans to continue to hold the Color 
Run at Dodd Stadium for as long as they 
can to get teenagers and kids to support 
them and spread the news.

Participants get doused with color.                               photo by: Mike Lopez

Death of Freddie Gray
By: Stefanie Szot
 The arrest and suspicious death of 
Freddie Gray in Baltimore has reignited 
anger towards police, causing protests 
to rise again against police brutality. Six 
officers have been suspended and arrested: 
Lt. Brian Rice, Officer Caesar Goodson, 
Sgt. Alicia White, Officer William Porter, 
Officer Garrett Miller, and Officer Edward 
Nero.
 On April 12, Gray was arrested 
by officers for weapons charges. Police 
pursued Gray after he fled at the sight of 
the officers. The officers involved in the 
arrest believed Gray was in possession 
of a spring-loaded knife (illegal under 
Maryland law). The officers were able to 
arrest Gray without using force. 
 Gray was then placed inside a 
police van. At this point he was able to 
talk. According to Baltimore Deputy 
Police Commissioner Jerry Rodriguez, 
Gray could not breathe when he was taken 
out of the van. The police have admitted 
Gray was not properly seat belted in 
the van during the ride. An autopsy was 
performed and it found Gray received a 
spinal injury that led to his death; it is 
unknown how or when he received the 
injury. The prosecution believes Gray 
received it while in the van.
 Only two weeks after Gray’s 
death, Baltimore City’s State Attorney 
Marilyn Mosby announced that the case 
was declared a homicide. The officers are 
being charged with a list of crimes like 
second-degree depraved-heart murder, 
manslaughter, second-degree assault, and 
misconduct in office.
 Aggressive protests and riots 
have been occurring since Gray’s death. 
President Obama commented on the 
riots, saying, “There’s no excuse for 
the kind of violence that we saw... It is 
counterproductive...They’re not making a 
statement…That robs jobs and opportunity 
from people in that area (CNN).”
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MHS SPORTS
Here Comes Montville

By: Isabel Orbe

 A mixture of butterflies and 
excitement fills the athletes as they 
reflect on all their hours of hard work 
and dedication as the State Tournament 
approaches. MHS’s softball, golf, 
baseball, and girls’ tennis teams have 
qualified to participate in Connecticut’s 
State Tournament this season.
 The softball team has an overall 
record of 12-8 and will compete against 
schools in the Medium Division, their first 
game will be against Granby. This season, 
the girls have won against Plainfield (17-
2) and St. Bernard (16-1). After this year, 
the team will be losing 5 seniors, so this 
feisty group of girls is ready to fight its 
way through the tournament. The team 
is ranked 23rd in the state and will play 
Granby (ranked 10th).
 Consisting of only 5 members, 
the small golf team has big dreams for the 
Division III State Tournament. The team’s 
average score is 42.420 and is undefeated 
in their division (10-0). The golfers are 
aiming to put a golf banner up in the 

gymnasium for the first time.
 The baseball team will compete in 
the Medium Division and is ranked 2nd in 
the state with a record of 18-2 just below 
East Catholic High School. MHS is on a 
15-game winning streak as the players’ 
bats stay hot. Earlier in the season, the team 
defeated Norwich Free Academy (16-1) 
and Windham (30-1). With large winning 
margins like these, the baseball team has 
high hopes for the State Tournament this 
year. The team has already clinched the 
ECC Medium Division Championship.
 The girls’ tennis team finished 
their season with a 4-3 win against 
New London to get them into the state 
tournament for the first time in 5 years. 
They played against Old Saybrook on 
Saturday, May 30 for the first round and 
lost 5-1. Post season is always the most 
exciting time for MHS athletes. 

Tommy McDonald slides into third.                                                              photo by: Alex Winakor

A Striking Talent
By: Ryan Turney
 Brendon Wood has an undying 
love for bowling, something that puts him 
apart from most athletes. His love for the 
game has brought with it many rewarding 
feats, winning over 70 awards from 
various bowling events around the area. 
He has bowled in Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Maine, Pennsylvania, New York, 
and Florida.
 When asked about what he is most 
proud about the sport, he responded, “I am 
most proud of my perfect ‘300’ game.” 
Not just anyone can say that they bowled 
a ‘perfect’ game, so this feat came with a 
lot of practice and dedication, something 
that Wood has shown throughout his many 
years of bowling. 
 Wood started bowling in 2005. 
He says that his favorite thing about 
bowling is, “…the sound of the bowling 
pins falling.” Over all the years, Wood 
has collected many of these pins. He 
says, “I collect [them] everywhere I go. 
I have pins from Arizona, Florida, New 
York, Maine, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Michigan, and Arkansas. I hope to get one 
form every state someday.”
 Wood doesn’t only bowl in the 
alley lanes, but also at home with his 
family. On his Wii, Brandon plays Wii 
Bowling with as much enthusiasm as 
he has out on the lanes. He says, “I like 
bowling with Mom, grandparents, and 
Ashley. My favorite place to bowl is 
Milford, CT.” 
 When asked about playing, 
Brendon repeats that his love for the game 
is mostly for fun, but he does hope to 
compete at a higher level in the future. He 
has entered competitions, the most recent 
being the Special Olympics where he won 
a gold medal.
 It doesn’t take much to get 
Brandon excited for bowling; even 
the word puts a smile on his face that 
illuminates the room.
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MHS SPORTS

By: Kyle Marsh
 While everyone else is going to 
the beach and hanging out with friends, 
Montville sophomore Van Heller will 
be doing that and more. He has started 
training for a half marathon (13.2 miles) 
which will take place in the middle of 
summer. He stated that the race is informal 
and his schedule is flexible.  He is training 
with his brother, Ryan Heller, who was a 
student at Montville back in the late 2000s. 
There are a handful of half marathons 
they are choosing from that take place in 
Connecticut and Massachusetts. They are 
looking for a day where both are free to 
participate.
 Van is no stranger to running, as 
his cross country MVP award shows. He 
began training towards the beginning of 
track season in early April. When asked 
about his training, he modestly stated, 
“I try to average 35 miles per week as 

Van Heller Trains for a Half Marathon

a starting point.” He went on to say he 
wants to reach a goal of 35 to 40 miles per 
week. He plans to work his training into 
his track practice, saying, “If I have an 
easy day at track I will go for a run after 
and if I have a hard day at track I’ll count 
that as my training.”
 The longest race Van has 
participated in before this half marathon 
was the Mount Washington Road Race 
(7.581 miles) when he was in 8th grade. 
He has also participated in the Manchester 
Road Race, a 4.748 mile course, every 
Thanksgiving since he was eight. He 
also participated in the Ugly Sweater 5k 
in Hartford, where people run the race 
wearing ugly Christmas sweaters and 
enjoy holiday festivities. He also does 
mountain biking and trail running at Bluff 
Point.

By: Meagan McAdams 

 The Boston Marathon is opening 
a new door on Boylston Street. A few 
blocks away from where the second 
bomb went off at the 2013 marathon, the 
Boston Athletic Association (BAA) has 
opened the Boston RunBase, a museum 
for the Boston Marathon. It is a retail 
store and an interactive museum. The 
RunBase includes a treadmill where 
visitors can run a replica of the race, see 
memorabilia from the race’s 118 year 
history, buy apparel, and see the times of 
anyone who has run the race in past years. 
Immediately inside is a topographical 
representation of the course and a cast of 
the race’s logo, a unicorn. The store also 
holds meet and greets with other famous 
runners. Seminars, clinics, and workshops 
are of no charge for anyone who attends. 
With the museum being right across from 

A New Way to Experience the Boston Marathon

a large convention center, it has showers 
and a place for people to leave their stuff 
while they run on a lunch break. The store 
includes a clubhouse where runners can 
congregate and come together, and build 
community outside of the marathon for 
once, hence the title RunBase. 
 “Everybody knows and can feel 
the excitement and enthusiasm on race 
week, but for those people coming to town, 
whether it be runners or simply visitors to 
the city, to be able to have some of that 
experience the other 51 weeks out of the 
year is going to be a big part of walking 
in those doors (dailyfreepress.com),” said 
Jack Fleming, director of marketing and 
communications for the BAA. 
 For the first time, this museum is 
giving the Boston Marathon a year round 
presence. According to Fleming, the goal 

is to inspire the public to participate in any 
sort of athletic event. Residents of Boston 
agreed that the store is a great tribute 
to those affected by the 2013 Boston 
Marathon bombings. “It [the bombings] 
drew the global running community 
together over something that’s kind of 
ours, as runners,” said Mikal Peveto, 
Adidas’ director of running innovation. 
“It changed everything. From something 
so tragic, it was incredibly powerful what 
came out of that … realizing that we had 
something even more special than we had 
before (wbur.org).” All the records and 
artifacts from past marathons were sitting 
in office buildings blocks away from the 
finish line where almost nobody would 
ever see them. RunBase is bringing the 
marathon back to the people. 

 photo by: Patrick Caron
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Parting with the Senior Chieftain 
Photographers

By: Ashley Weekly

 The senior photographers from 
The Chieftain will soon be snapping 
pictures of their college lives. They all 
have big plans for their futures and are 
excited to emerge from Montville while 
still being involved with photography in 
some way.
 Becca Carroll is going to 
Southern Connecticut State University 
for her first two years of college, and 
will then transfer to another college 
that has a better film program. She will 
major in communications and minor in 
film. When asked about college Carroll 
said, “I’m looking forward to being in a 
new environment and learning so many 
different things at one particular time. It’s 
kind of this major growing experience 
that just kind of hits you all at once.”
 Michael Lopez plans to attend the 
University of New Hampshire to major in 
civil engineering and minor in architecture. 
He said, “I chose civil engineering because 
I’ve always loved math and science, and 
then I’ve always loved buildings and 

architecture, so civil engineering kind of 
goes hand in hand.” He is also looking 
forward to snowboarding and continuing 
to be involved with photography.
 Taylor Montminy is going to 
the University of Rhode Island to major 
in fashion merchandising and possibly 
minor in journalism. She said, “I want 
to go into fashion because it’s something 
that I’ve wanted to do since I was so little, 
and I’ve always been interested in it. I still 
love journalism, so fashion journalism 
would also make sense. My worst fear is 
not enjoying what I’m doing for even a 
minute.”
 Alex Winakor will attend 
Emmanuel College to major in graphic 
design and minor in business and 
photography. He said, “I’m really looking 
forward to studying abroad. I really want 
to develop myself as a photographer and 
designer outside the realm of high school, 
and I feel like college is my chance to 
really flourish. I’d also like to participate 
in a journalism club to stay involved”.

Spring Band Concert 

By: Ashley Kolasa

 This year’s spring concert was a 
success yet again, with performances by 
the MHS jazz band, steel band, percussion 
ensemble and the concert band. Also, 5th 

graders from Montville’s elementary 
schools, Dr. Charles E. Murphy 
Elementary and Mohegan Elementary, 
who qualified for the Jr. steel band. Also, 
in between the percussion ensemble and 
the concert band the MHS band seniors 
were recognized and brought up to the 
stage to receive a rose while Mr. Jeffery 
Ventres told everyone in the crowd what 
they were going to do after high school. 
 The music that was played was 
different types of music from different 
cultures around the world, recent and past. 
The concert band had played three pieces, 
a full band jazz piece called “All That Jazz” 
as known in the musical “Chicago” which 
is arranged by Hal Lenard. The second 
song was “Fa Una Cazona” arranged 
by Orazio Vecchi, and is a song that 
differentiates the instruments by different 
sections and clapping was involved too. 
Last was a piece that was made in 2012 
called “Gadget,” arranged by Randall 
Strandrige. The jazz band played three 
pieces, “Terminally hip”, arranged by 
Gordon Goodwin, “Take the ‘A’ Train”, 
arranged but Duke Ellington (although 
arranged by Ellington, the students in the 
jazz band made it their own by taking 
different ways it was played and putting 
it together) and the last piece “Claire De 
Lune” arranged by Bob Turner. The junior 
steel band played “Baja”, “Just traditional” 
and “Marianna”, arranged by William 
Eaton. The MHS steel band played “My 
Band”, arranged by Tom Miller, “Cantina 
Band”, arranged by Steve Sweigart and 
also performed “Baja”. The percussionist 
played a piece called “Clockwork”, with 
senior Laura Commons as a soloist flute 
in the piece. All band members were 
proud with the way they played and are 
excited for next year. 

Senior photographers pose with their cameras.                                    photo by: Patrick Caron
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ARTS AND CULTURE
A Variety of the Arts

By: Nina Costa

 Out of all the departments 
Montville High School has, the Art and 
Music departments hold 706 students 
total. The Art wing itself covers 368 
students, for the Music part, 188. Then, 
there’s a part that has many different 
sections and classes to it, the Graphic 
Design/Digital Imaging section, covering 
about 150 students over the course of a 
year. All of these departments are very 
unique and different in their own ways, 
but also all connect to each other. When 
students decide to further their learning 
and education in these fields outside of 
MHS this is where they decide to study 
Liberal Arts. 
 Well known for their Liberal 
Arts and Science program, UConn is 
a common college students push to 
get into when pursuing a career in any 

Taking on the Arts
field of the arts. Although UConn itself 
is a tough school to get into, with a 
53.7% acceptance rate, it is rated “more 
selective” out of most colleges. It also has 
a 68% 4-year graduation rate on average 
of all programs. In MHS three specific 
seniors have decided to go to UConn to 
study a branch of art. 
 Kurt Stoodt has been into music 
ever since he was little. With his mother as 
a band teacher, his father who has always 
loved music, his oldest brother with a music 
degree, and other brother in a marching 
band, there really has always been music 
around him since he could remember. But, 
Stoodt says even without all his family 
background of music in his life he thinks 
he would still be on the same path. He was 
also a drum major in the marching band 
here at MHS for 2 years, putting him up in 

front of people and helping others helped 
him realize his steps toward college too. 
Headed to UConn to pursue a Bachelors 
of Arts Degree in Music Ed, Stoodt wants 
to be a drum major and ultimately end up 
as a high school music teacher. 
 Hanna Marchini is another 
student who decided on UConn but not for 
quite the same reason as Stoodt. More of a 
unique yet demanding field, digital media 
and design is what has Marchini’s eye. 
Freshman year she got into graphic design 
and it sparked her interest. Marchini 
said “Finally this is something I can do, 
because I’ve always been kind of artsy 
and creative but I didn’t know how to 
make it a job where I wasn’t eating ramen 
every night.” Headed to Uconn’s Fine 
Arts Program, Hanna wants to go into 
advertising and maybe even own her own 
company one day. 

 Everything is hustle-bustle as 
the volunteers for the Montville Arts 
Council’s Art Night scurry around with 
paintings, pictures, and sculptures. “Our 
goal is to promote the arts in the high 
school community,” says librarian Julie 
Perry, a large contributor to organizing 
the event. Seats were filled as attendees 
enjoyed musical performances by the 
Montville music department. The art 
featured in the gallery basked in the praise 
of many passersby. And like at any event, 
the food table was also quite successful. 
Featured in this artistic evening were not 
only the lovely works of Montville’s very 
own students, but pieces from the public 
as well. Viewers were graced with the 
special treat of passing the poet laureate 
title from Helena Sun, who is graduating 
this year, to junior Caitlyn Castro. Castro 

stunned the audience with an original 
piece titled, “disorder – n. a disturbance 
in physical or mental health or functions.” 
It was a personal, inspired piece that was 
“…a bit of a wakeup call to remember 
some of the struggles the person next to 
you may be going through,” said Castro. 
When reading her piece, Castro felt like 
she was able to share a part of herself with 
the community. The Montville Arts night 
was an event that surely achieved its goal 
in promoting awareness of the arts within 
the high school community. For those 
who were unable to attend this evening, 
the displayed art pieces will be posted 
on the Montville Arts Council website 
at wp.montvilleschools.org/mac. Some 
pieces are also still featured in the library. 
Thanks to the Montville Arts Council, 
anyone will be able to admire the beautiful 

 

creations from the Montville Arts Night. 
By: Brianna Riordan

 photo by: Alex Winakor



Page 6 The ChiefTain

OPINION
Born into Sports’ Advantage

By: Van Heller

 Once in a while there will be a 
story in the news about a young prodigy 
whose athletic ability has surpassed 
youth standards. It seems that these little 
athletic stories have become more and 
more common in the last years. You’ll 
see 7-year-old skate boarders who have 
gotten sponsors before their first middle 
school dance. This wave of little legends 
could make late bloomers in sports a thing 
of the past.
 In the world of action sports, it 
seems if you aren’t born into them, you’ll 
have a rough time becoming known in the 
sport spotlight. Kids raised in the White 
Mountains or out in the Rockies have 
more of an opportunity to become Winter 
X-games medalists, than kids who live 
in Orlando. The same goes for kids who 
grew up on the beaches of Pipeline, Oahu, 
Hawaii, compared to Montville kids, 
where your local surf is Rhode Island. 
 Action sport professionals aren’t 
decided upon just on their location, but 
also when they began their sport. Putting 

your kid on a board when he or she is 
younger starts the snowball rolling down 
the hill effect; soon the sport will become 
their passion and lifestyle. The reason why 
you don’t see that in other types of sports 
is because of the high competitiveness 
with the locals who rise to stardom early 
on. 
 These competitive sports are 
passed down in families too. Big brothers 
pass down their old boards to their little 
siblings as hand-me downs because you 
can never out-grow a board. Some families 
have generations of kids succeeding in the 
same sport. Skate boards are inexpensive, 
and snowboards and skis can last a 
lifetime; my dad has had the same pair of 
skis since the 1970s. Most beaches and 
skate parks are free admission for kids 
who are less fortunate and boarding is all 
they can afford. All of which contribute to 
competing for a long time.
 If you ever wanted to be an action 
sport pro, then it seems that you have to 
start training right after your first steps.

Got Senioritis?
By: Nina Costa

 After a long, hard run of 12 years 
in school, seniors seem to fall into a deep 
slump referred to as ‘senioritis.’ It sounds 
like a disease because it really seems like 
one that all high school seniors catch 
around April, sometimes even earlier. 
 It’s about that time of the year 
where graduation seems so close but so 
far away and the wait is killing us. Our 
motivation is declining by the minute. 
Any type of work has become 10 times 
harder to accomplish than any year before. 
Most seniors begin to feel entitled to sort 
of slack off on certain things; turning in 
homework late, scoring lower on tests, and 
occasionally playing hooky or sleeping-
in. Your bed’s comfy level is at an all-
time high and getting out of it at 6 a.m. 
just seems impossible some mornings. 
Sleep has never been so important in your 
life and all those naps that you passed 
up as a toddler you desperately wish you 
could have back, daily. Rest is generally 
given up for last minute procrastination. 
Projects or papers that were probably 
allowed a month to complete were pushed 
off until the night before, thank you 
senioritis. Style even changes due to this 
‘slump.’ As a freshman you made sure to 
look your best every day, but now, total 
opposite, sweatpants and a t-shirt will do 
just fine. It’s like these are the longest, yet 
shortest, 2 months of your life you’ve ever 
experienced.  
 Senioritis a ‘disease’ that most 
seniors catch, and there’s usually no 
cure for it, other than finally graduating. 
But believe it or not, after finally getting 
through it all most say they would give 
anything to have their high school years 
back and tell kids not to wish it all away 
because of how fast the years go by. We 
just don’t realize it because we are too 
busy wishing it would all fast forward to 
walking across that stage.

Backside Air at the Norwich Skatepark Bowl.                         Photo By: Alex Winakor
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OPINION

By: Stefanie Szot
 Attention all women: we are not 
as equal to men as we like to believe. 
Sure, women can serve on a jury, marry 
freely, vote, and pursue any education, but 
there are still rights missing that women 
in other countries already receive. 
 Wage is the main gender issue 
in America. According to the World 
Economic Forum, America is ranked 65th 

out of 142 countries in wage equality; 
Egypt, Russia, Thailand, Honduras, 
and Ethiopia all rank higher. In 2013, 
American women were paid 78 cents to 
every dollar a white man made. It’s even 
worse for women in minorities; African 
American women make 64 cents, and 
Hispanic women only get 56 cents.
 Women can hold seats of power 
in the government and corporations 
in the U.S., but only hold 20% of the 

Still Looking for Equality
seats in Congress, and there are 4 men 
for every one woman in the 500 largest 
corporations. In Norway, women have to 
hold at least 40% of board seats in private 
companies and in parliament.
 Paid maternity is also not a 
guaranteed right. There are only 4 
countries in the world that don’t guarantee 
this right, and the U.S. is one of them (it is 
also the only high income country to not 
make it mandatory). This seems ridiculous 
seeing as it is a proven fact that maternity 
leave is good for the mother, family, and 
business. 
 I read this and feel appalled that a 
country that prides itself on equality, not 
just domestically but abroad, would let 
these issues last so long. But I believe the 
government could put countless laws into 
place and nothing would change; nothing 

By: Melody Cabarroguis

 Marijuana causes many 
diseases because of the active 
ingredient in the Cannabis called THC 
Tetrahydrocannabinol; smoking it can 
damage lungs and functionality of the 
brain. THC interrupts the cells in the 
brain affecting memory. However, 
Marijuana seems to be beneficial to many 
people. According to Donald Gross MD, 
assistant professor of Neurology at the 
University of Alberta, 21% of subjects 
of his study used marijuana in the past 
year with the majority of the active users 
reporting beneficial effects on seizures. 
Due to its beneficial effect, many states 
consider marijuana as medicine. Some 
of these states are Alaska, California, 
Delaware, and even Connecticut. Here in 
Connecticut, the law states that patients 
should be Connecticut citizens of at 

Marijuana
least 18 years of age. Medical Marijuana 
use is approved for glaucoma cancer, 
Parkinson’s disease, epilepsy etc, but only 
for adults.
 Even though it is not fully favored 
by the Food and Drug Administration, 
research of chemicals in Marijuana 
has led to the discovery that it can be a 
medicine. The main issue is how and 
when it should be used. Marijuana seems 
to be a complication for many people who 
question if it will be useful or not, and if it 
should be banned or used in medications. 
But is Marijuana really the problem, or 
is the problem really humans abusing 
marijuana? It is we who have the choice 
to do the right thing. It is we who have 
the power to use this drug properly. Yes, 
marijuana can have bad effects but it also 
has good effects, so it is your decision 

on how you will use this. There is one 
characteristic that determines who should 
use marijuana: discipline; if we want this 
drug to be legalized, we should know 
what is wrong and right for ourselves. 
Marijuana is not fully accepted by our 
society because many people abuse it and 
this may lead to many complications. If I 
would be asked whether marijuana should 
be legalized or not, I would say that it 
should be because it helps a lot of people 
of all ages with physical problems such 
as epilepsy. Yes, there are risks that may 
occur in people abusing it, however, we 
should not deny the good things that this 
plant can do for the people in pain. Many 
children suffer from epileptic seizures 
that can be treated by Marijuana. Parents 
of these children should not have to move 
out of Connecticut to get a medication that 
helps their children. 

 photo by: Becca Carroll

will change until society as a whole 
changes its view on gender equality.
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LIFE
Jack’s Brick Oven Pizzeria

By: Jordan Zeppieri

 Jack’s Brick Oven Pizzeria, 
usually just referred to as Jack’s, is my 
personal favorite. Jack’s is a place where 
you can go for an anniversary dinner or 
even just in jeans and a t-shirt. Jack’s is 
a classic Italian restaurant, but it never 
gets old. When I enter Jack’s I am always 
ready to chow down.
 Jack’s is one of the many hidden 
gems on West Main Street in Norwich. If 
you are ever hungry and are craving good 
Italian food do not think twice, go directly 
to Jack’s Brick Oven Pizzeria. Once you 
go to Jack’s I swear you will want to go 
back as soon as you leave.
 Let’s start off with the appetizers. 
The reason I go to Jack’s so often 
is because of their garlic bread with 
gorgonzola sauce. It is the most perfect 
thing the food world has to offer and it 
is in the town over from Montville. The 
garlic bread alone is superb. The crunchy 
outside is a great balance to the fluffy 
inside. Then there is the sauce. If I could 
I would buy jars of the gorgonzola sauce 
and take it with me everywhere I went to 

put it over all of my meals.
 Dinner comes around and you 
may be full from a couple orders of garlic 
bread, but trust me, you will still want 
more. The chicken parmesan is fantastic 
with a crispy, breaded outside and a juicy, 
fresh, inside. The sauce is very delicate 
and flavorful. Along comes a waiter and 
says, “Say when.” Then, strands of fresh 
parmesan land in a perfect array on top of 
the chicken and pasta. I guarantee once 
you have this chicken parmesan you will 
never have one again that can compare to 
its brilliance. 
 If you are still hungry and want 
something sweet, order the chocolate 
chip cannoli. The crisp outer shell has 
chocolate sauce drizzled atop and will get 
your mouth watering. The chilled ricotta 
filling with chocolate chips in it just 
makes the cannoli that more special.

Panama City Gang Rape

By: Stefanie Szot

 During Spring Break in Panama 
City, a young woman was gang raped on a 
public beach while hundreds of bystanders 
stood around her, some as close as 2 feet, 
and did nothing to stop the attack. The 
woman didn’t realize she was assaulted 
until she saw a cell phone video online and 
recognized her tattoos. Because she has 
no recollection of the attack and appears 
unconscious in the video, investigators 
assume she was drugged.
 Three men have been arrested for 
sexual assault by multiple perpetrators: 
George Davon Kennedy, Delonte’ 
Martistee, and Ryan Calhoun. Calhoun is 
the only one out on bail.
 Bay County Sheriff, Frank 
McKeithen, admitted that this was one of 
the worst incidents he has seen, but it isn’t 
isolated. “This is not the first video we’ve 
recovered. It’s not the second video. It’s 
not the third video. There’s a number of 
videos we’ve recovered with things similar 
to this, and I can only imagine how many 
things we haven’t recovered (CNN).” And 
commenting on the cultural acceptance of 
rape, he said, “…our young people have 
got to the point where obviously this is 
acceptable somewhere. I will tell you it is 
not acceptable in Bay County (CNN).”
 McKeithen says that investigators 
have trouble eliminating problems like 
this because “spring break has gotten 
out of control (CNN).” The Bay County 
Sheriff’s Office was able to arrest more 
than 1,000 people for various crimes 
(triple from last year), but they are aware 
there were more potential arrests out of the 
100,000 people that flooded the beaches 
this year.
 McKeithen has been more 
aggressive trying to stop assaults and 
“disrespect of law and order (country 
ordinance).”

Jack’s creamy Chicken Alfredo.                                                                Photo by: Taylor Montminy
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By: Ryan Turney
 The new clothing line Ivory Ella 
has significantly taken off in the past few 
weeks and has much to look forward to 
in the near future. The company donates 
10% of its profits to Savetheelephants.
org and is centered in Waterford, with 
a new warehouse already open due to 
public demand. So far, the clothing line 
is only run through Internet sales, but Mr. 
Fiano (one of the five members of the 
management team for Ivory Ella) says, 
“We are adding retail locations. [They’ll] 
probably be open before the summer. 
It will be local, so it will be available to 
people.” Opening up a retail store will 
allow Ivory Ella lovers around the area to 
gain a face-to-face relationship with the 
employees and work together to fund a 
good cause. 
 In the past few weeks, the Twitter 

Ivory Ella Saves the Elephants

and Instagram accounts have gone viral, 
with the Twitter account receiving over 
180 thousand follows. The Instagram 
account works as Ivory Ella’s other main 
source of advertisement with over 57 
thousand followers. The public has helped 
with many things for the company, “…
based on feedback on Twitter [and] our 
email has been non-stop with international 
customers asking when we’re going to 
offer international shipping” Mr. Fiano 
added. 
 A company that’s backed on 
the idea that donating to a good cause 
can be rewarding and fun has become a 
phenomenon, and the company has “…
been amazed by the amazing reaction.” 
Mr. Fiano commented, “…but we also 
felt pretty positive about it going into it.” 
The company with the cute elephant on 

By: Isabel Orbe

 The fate of the northern white 
rhino subspecies rests in the hooves of the 
last male, Sudan, who is under 24-hour 
surveillance at the Ol Pejeta Conservancy 
in central Kenya. There are also 2 female 
rhinos, Fatu and Najin, in the conservancy 
with Sudan. Scientists hope that these 
rhinos will reproduce and save the northern 
white rhino species, but Sudan’s old age 
(currently 42-years old) and Najin’s weak 
hind legs are cause for concern. George 
Paul, the deputy veterinarian, said to CNN, 
“There has been recorded mating between 
different pairs over the last few years, 
but not conceptions.” With no results yet, 
experts may have to resort to breeding the 
northern white rhinos with the southern 
white rhinos, which would be better 
than the northern white rhinos becoming 
extinct completely. Another option is 

Countdown to Extinction

artificial reproduction which “might be 
able to bring them back in the future. This 
might mean that it will happen when the 
current animals are already deceased, but 
it could happen,” stated Paul, according to 
CNN.
 Poachers are northern white 
rhinos’ biggest predator because they want 
the rhinos’ horns. In Asia, it is speculated 
that rhinos’ horns can assist with healing 
injuries. Guards aim to protect the rhinos 
from potential poachers who may attempt 
to trespass on the 600 acre enclosure.  To 
further discourage poachers from attacking 
Sudan and his mates, the conservancy 
has removed each rhinos’ horn. There 
are also radio transmitters on the animals 
and disguised rangers in the nearby 
communities gathering information on 
poachers.  There are only 5 northern white 

rhinos left in the world, 2 of which are 
in zoos in the Czech Republic and San 
Diego. According to Scholastic magazine, 
more than 1,000 rhinos were killed last 
year in South Africa and 54 in Kenya. 
There are no northern white rhinos left in 
the wild making these animals extremely 
endangered.
 Stakes are high, so Sudan, Fatu, 
and Najin are watched round-the-clock 
by armed rangers at the conservancy. The 
conservancy has raised about $95,000 to 
equip, train, and pay the rangers. Ol Pejeta 
Conservancy’s website said, “Keeping 
rhino rangers well equipped, highly 
trained, and well-motivated is key to the 
survival of all rhino species. The support 
we have received from all over the world 
has been incredible.”

     Photo By: Mike Lopez

the back sends a majestic message to the 
public about growing awareness of the 
beautiful things around us. 
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Senior Prom

By: Meagan McAdams

 The seniors marveled at turtles 
and seahorses, after posing for pictures 
in long gowns and fancy tuxedoes. The 
Mystic Aquarium was transformed into a 
banquet hall and dance floor, with the DJ 
blasting music from above on the second 
level. Seniors were greeted by a beluga 
whale floating near the edge of the tank 
after checking in. Inside, tables were set 
up with salad, soon followed by bread, 
and chicken. After eating, tables were 
pulled aside and the dancing begun. 
 When planning for the prom 
months in advance, the location did not 
seem to be popular among the students. 
When asked afterwards what they thought 
of the prom, some responded “An event 
that we’ve built up since we were freshmen 
and I’m happy with the way it turned out 
after all the planning we put into it,” said 
Anna Zhuang. “I had an awesome time, 
good music, and cool atmosphere,” said 
Ben Reed. The overall response after the 
dance was that it went well, and most had 
a fun time.  

 “I thought it was a fun time, just 
wished the dance floor was a little bigger 
but the DJ was good,” said senior, Kianna 
Smith. Complaints were minimal but 
mostly concerned the size of the dance 
floor. “Too many tables, but it was good,” 
said senior, Justin Santacroce. The dance 
floor was partially under an overhang 
where the DJ was. When dinner was 
over the tables were pulled about three 
feet back. The dancing aspect has been 
called “cramped,” “too hot,” and “too 
crowded,” by a majority of people there. 
However, the seniors, especially those on 
the class council, were very pleased with 
the turnout and the overall response from 
everyone.
 The students received party 
favors at their tables when they sat down 
for dinner. They were bottles full of water 
and sparkles, like a typical ship in a bottle, 
however instead of a ship there was a slot 
where prom pictures were supposed to be 
put.

Locker 928 
By: Van Heller
 If you look down the 300 hallway, 
you might see a bump sticking out from 
the lockers. The bump is one of MHS’s 
little mysteries, it is a penny stuck to the 
locker. 
 I’ll be honest, finding information 
about the penny locker was a little 
daunting. Questions began to rise about 
the phenomenon that is the penny locker. 
How did it get there? Does the locker have 
a current occupant? How long has it been 
there? How has it affected the lives around 
it?
 “The penny has been attached to 
the locker since my sophomore year,” said 
senior, Taylor LaVallie. “My locker is two 
down from the penny. It has caused me to 
go through depressions and I question my 
very existence every day because of that 
penny,” she explained, jokingly.
 After digging into this case I’ve 
found that it goes much deeper than I could 
ever imagine. One anonymous source has 
stood up to tell his/her story to the public 
for the first time. “I was there, 2 years ago, 
I believe it was some time in the winter. 
I was walking with the culprit, [who also 
asked to stay anonymous] he had a weird 
look in his eye that day, ‘I’m gonna do 
it’. The second he said that I knew what 
he was going to do. The student grabbed 
super glue from his pocket and proceeded 
to the locker. I said ‘no’ repeatedly, but I 
knew there was no going back. He glued 
that penny right to the metal door of that 
locker, heads up. Not a day goes by that I 
don’t think how I could have stopped him 
from committing that vandalism 2 years 
ago.”
 The penny locker is much more 
than just a coin glued to a metal door. It 
is a mystery that has been creating tall 
tales for years. With the answers out now, 
only time could tell what will happen to 
the people whose lives have been changed 
ever since the act occurred.

Excited students ready to dive in to prom.                         Photo by:  Patrick Caron
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By: Ashley Weekly
 Juniors and seniors experienced 
the hardships of adult life for two hours 
while participating in Credit for Life. Each 
student was given an alternate life based 
on their planned future career and tried 
to survive the obstacles that come with 
financial subjects such as food, money, 
cars, credit cards, insurance, phone 
service, employment, loans, and extra 
money for fun things to do. Karen Chartier, 
a staff member of Eastern Savings Bank 
said, “I think the students learn what it’s 
like out in the world once they graduate. 
They’ll have to use a budget, they’ll have 
to find a job, and figure out their monthly 
expenses.”
 While the students moved 
to different booths, surprises were 
announced over the loud speaker. One 
required students who purchased a certain 
car to replace two wheels, while another 

Credit for Life

gave the good news that everyone won 
some money from a lottery ticket and 
could put extra money into their savings 
account.
 Most students enjoyed 
themselves. Brianna Riordan, a senior, 
said, “I think this helps students figure 
out what they might need to do in the real 
world versus what their parents always 
did for them.” Other students, however, 
did not enjoy the event. One student who 
preferred to be remain anonymous said, “I 
think they should try to make it more like 
real life, or more realistic.”
 There were many volunteers 
that helped the organization carry out the 
event, most of whom were from local 
banks. All of the volunteers were having 
a great time and were excited to help the 
students prepare themselves for what they 
will do after college.      photo by: Emma Baxter

By: Gerald Aquino

 Proud parents filled the seats of 
the auditorium on the 14th of May as the 
National Honor Society (NHS) inducted 
its newest members. Congratulations 
to the following: Stacia Tibbetts, Abby 
Baukus, Tiffany Liang, Isabel Orbe, 
Katelyn Banta, Frances Yu, Cassidy 
Atkinson, Shaun Radgowski, Jia Yuan 
Shen, Changzin Liu, Tenzin Lekpal, Shun 
Yi Li, and Joey Zou. One significant detail 
about this list is that there is only one 
male. “This year is the biggest group we 
had in a long time,” said Mrs. Clifford.
 Emotions were really high even 
before the big night. Letters were sent 
to the inductees beforehand confirming 
their spot in the chapter. Isabel Orbe said, 
“My family was really excited and so was 
I because it’s a real honor to get into the 
society. But it’s also a lot of pressure to 

New NHS Inductions

live up to what the society represents.” 
Becoming a member of NHS is a long 
process that requires dedication. In order 
to gain an application, students must be in 
the top 15% of their junior class. The NHS 
advisors are Mrs. Halsey (English teacher) 
and Mrs. Clifford (Spanish teacher). 
 “The students must write up a 
resume of their leadership and community 
service that they have done in school and 
outside of school. In addition, they write 
an essay on why they want to be part 
of the society. We take all of that to the 
committee and the committee decides if 
they have met enough requirements to 
serve in the society. I don’t have anything 
to do with the selections,” said Mrs. 
Clifford. 
 To accompany the inductions of 
NHS, the French National Honor Society 

and Spanish National Honor Society held 
their inductions as well. Over 40 students 
were inducted into the World Language 
Honor Societies. Just like NHS, the 
inductees read a pledge that was unique for 
each society. Despite the night belonging 
to the inductees, the senior members of 
NHS were given a formal farewell from 
the NHS advisors. They were presented 
with a rose and a certificate. Michael 
Lopez, a graduating NHS member, said, 
“I was surprised but I felt honored. I 
thought it was a ceremony celebrating the 
juniors’ academic achievement. I’m glad 
that it happened.” 
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By: Helena Sun
 Last issue’s Guess the Teacher was 
Mr. Brown, a physical education teacher. 
This issue’s Guess the Teacher would 
rather buy a planetarium than a typical 
room-sized aquarium. When he puts on his 
pants, the right leg goes in first. He would 
not modify the current school calendar. He 
wish he invented the ATM machine. The 
last book he read was “Their Eyes Were 
Watching God” by Zora Neale Hurston. If 
he was dictator, he would get rid of reality 
television shows. His comfort food is 
sharp Italian cheese. He wishes he knew 
how to hypnotize people. He also wishes 
he learned Spanish. If he were to make a 
fruit combination, it would be a Granny 
Smith apple combined with a clementine. 
He would not go to Japan because he hates 
sushi and they seem too ethnocentric. He 
would also not travel to India because of 

Guess the Teacher

“scary food and poverty.” If he had to use 
one color pencil for the rest of his life, it 
would be black. He thinks Tom Cruise is 
the most overrated actor. The first things 
he bought when he got his own money 
were baseball cards. One of his favorite 
memories is his brother hitting a homerun 
against the Yankees for baseball spring 
training. He would rather have a condition 
of taking everything literally (such as 
Amelia Bedelia) than being a pathological 
liar only to his wife. If he had to get rid 
of one sport, it would be soccer because 
he hates having to attend weekend long 
soccer tournaments for his son. He enjoys 
reading in his free time, even if it is 
listening to a book on tape while doing 
yard work. The most radical thing he has 
done is quit college. He usually sleeps 7 
hours a night. He prefers the slower paced 

By: Jordan Zeppieri

 The Baltimore Orioles hosted the 
Chicago White Sox, but the only people at 
the game were the media and the players, 
on April 29. Rioting in Baltimore made an 
impact on baseball.  Many fans actually 
said that they were in support of the 
Baltimore Orioles organization by having 
the game with no fans. The fear about the 
large gathering at the baseball game was 
that it could go south in a blink with all 
of the tension and rioting. The Orioles 
decided to play it safe and keep the fans 
out. This is the first game in Major League 
Baseball history with no fans. The gates 
were closed and so were the vendors. The 
national anthem still blared throughout 
Camden Yards and the players’ walk-up 
music still played. However, there was 
still an eerie feeling in the air when Chris 
Davis hit a home run and the ball park 

The Silent Stadium
stayed silent. The ball landed and stayed 
put unlike the usual fight for the ball 
between eager fans.  The previous record 
for least fans in attendance was 6 fans in 
1882 between the Troy Trojans and the 
Worcester Ruby Legs, in Worcester. 
 Some fans stood at the gate and 
looked through onto the field and some 
die-hard fans paid $700 to see the game 
from fancy hotel rooms across the street. 
One fan, regarding being locked out, said, 
“It’s great. I can see everything but third 
base. I actually pay more attention out 
here than I do in there sometimes” (the 
lack of beer may have had something to 
do with that). Catcher, Caleb Joseph, as 
a joke pretended to sign autographs before 
the game and then tipped his cap to no 
one. Adam Jones, all-star centerfielder for 
the Orioles said, “The Orioles support the 

city of Baltimore. We play for the fans. 
We play for the city of Baltimore. People 
are always watching.” Fellow all-star 
first baseman Chris Davis said, “It hit me 
when I made contact and you can hear it 
echoing off empty seats.” Davis then said, 
“Hopefully this was something good, 
something positive can come from this.” 
 This game was talked about as 
being bigger than baseball. Sports have 
historically been able to bring communities 
together and maybe that’s what this could 
do. The fans that were locked out of the 
stadium still shouted,”Ohhhh!” at the 
final verse of the Star-Spangled banner, 
which is an Orioles tradition.

A clue to the teacher’s identity
Photo by: Taylor Montminy

life. His dream destination is Hawaii. If 
he could pick anyone to be his mentor, 
it would be Abraham Lincoln. If he was 
immortal for a day, he would try to fly.


